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Scottish Community Foundation Grants

We make grants to help improve the quality of life and life chances for the people of Scotland. Our work covers a wide range of social welfare and community development activities through a number of different grant programmes.
We run the following grant programmes open to groups throughout Scotland:

· Community Grants – grants of up to £5,000 
· Women’s Fund for Scotland – grants of up to £5,000 
These programmes make grants to groups or organisations rather than individuals. Your group must have a written constitution and a bank account in order to apply. You don’t need to be a registered charity, but your group should be a non-profit making organisation with charitable aims and objectives. We only make grants for projects that benefit people in Scotland.

Separate information sheets are available with more details about and the Women’s Fund for Scotland, or see our website.

Community Grants
This is our general grants programme, making grants to a broad cross section of constituted groups involved in social welfare and community development activities.
1. Community Grants are one off sums of up to £5,000. The majority of the funding is directed at locally based work carried out, and often initiated by, members of that local community. Therefore we currently only consider applications from smaller organisations that have an income of less than £250,000 per annum.
2. Equally we only accept applications for relatively small projects, where the amount requested from us is at least 25% of the total project costs. This ensures that the funds we distribute make the greatest difference.
3. We don't fund activities for more than 12 months, and grants must be spent within one year.
4. Within these limits – and apart from the other exclusions listed below – there are no restrictions on the kind of things we can fund. We can accept applications for help with running costs or project expenses and we can fund up to 100% of the relevant costs.
5. There is no closing date for applications.
6. You can apply for either an Express Grant (up to £2,000) or a Main Grant (up to £5,000) from this programme. 
7. Once you have received a grant, you cannot reapply for the same type of grant (i.e. Express or Main) for eight months. You can apply for a different size of grant though. For example. a group that receives a Main Grant in May of one year, will not be able to apply for another Main Grant until the following January, but they could apply for an Express Grant.
Note: Grants from the Women's Fund for Scotland are also counted in this regard, so you cannot hold a Main Grant from both Community Grants and Women's Fund for Scotland at the same time.
We do NOT fund the following:
· Individuals & unconstituted groups
· Organisations with an income of over £250,000

· Grant requests for less than 25% of the total project cost

· General fundraising appeals or activities

· Groups whose grant request is for the advancement of religion or politics (including requests to support the core activities of religious or political groups)
· The purchase of second hand vehicles
· The repayment of loans or payment of debts

· Costs already incurred or activities which will take place before we have made a decision on an application (retrospective funding)
· Trips abroad
· Payments towards areas generally understood to be the responsibility of statutory authorities
· Groups who will then distribute the funds as grants or bursaries 

· Applications that are for the sole benefit to flora and fauna. Applicants are invited to demonstrate the direct benefit to the local community and/or service users in cases where the grant application is concerned with flora and fauna.
How to apply
Please complete an Express Grants form for awards up to £2,000, or a Main Grants form for awards up to £5,000. There are no deadlines for receipt of applications.
The same forms can be used for applications to the Women’s Fund, there is a tick-box on the form to indicate which programme you are applying to.
Please read the guidelines for completing the form carefully to make sure that you give us all the information we require, and make sure you send us any supporting documents requested.
You can download an application form and guidelines for completing it from our website at www.scottishcf.org/apply Alternatively, contact us (details below) to request an application form.

We make decisions within three months of receiving an application for Main Grants and within six weeks for Express Grants.

Application forms should be signed and posted to:
Scottish Community Foundation

3rd Floor Empire House
131 West Nile Street

Glasgow
G1 2RX

T:
0141 341 4960

E:
grants@scottishcf.org
W:
www.scottishcf.org
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