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Achany Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund Information Sheet

What is the Achany Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund?
This is a new charitable fund to benefit residents living within Ardgay & District, Creich and Lairg Community Council areas. This is called the ‘area of benefit’ or the ‘community benefit area’.
The fund is provided by Scottish and Southern Energy, the developer of the Achany Wind Farm, and will be managed by the Scottish Community Foundation. 

What is the Scottish Community Foundation?

The Scottish Community Foundation is a charity (no. SC022910) dedicated to strengthening communities by awarding grants that make a genuine difference to the lives of local people. It runs a range of grants programmes – including others linked to community benefit funds like this one – which support the work of groups and organisations across Scotland.
How much ‘community benefit’ will the Fund have to distribute?

A minimum of £76,000 will be available annually plus a variable amount of additional funding related to the amount of energy generated by the wind farm each year. On average this could take the annual total to around £100,000. The amount will rise in line with inflation and contributions will be made for 25 years, dating from April 2008.
Purpose of the Fund
Within the area of benefit, the Fund will invest in activities and initiatives that help to build a vibrant local economy, supports thriving communities and makes the area an attractive place to live, work and visit for people of all ages. 
Who can apply?

Groups and organisations working to benefit people within these three community council areas will be able to apply to the Foundation for grants from the fund. Your group must have a constitution (governing document or set of rules) and be set up on a not-for-profit basis. You don’t need to be a registered charity to apply. 

How much can you apply for?

Currently you can apply for a Main Grant of between £2,000 - £10,000. You can also apply for funding for over £10,000 but we ask that you call us first to discuss this. 
Are there any deadlines?

The 2010 deadlines are: Wednesday 26 May and Friday 27 August.
Can you apply for annual funding?

Initially, only one year’s funding will be offered and grants should be spent within 12 months. Multi-year grants may be available in future.

Who makes decisions on grants?

The Fund’s trustees are those of the Scottish Community Foundation. Although the Foundation will receive and process applications for grants, the Achany Advisory Panel will make recommendations about the grants to be awarded, based on the applications received. This panel has been established to advise the Scottish Community Foundation on priorities or strategies for use of the funds available, and contribute to decisions about which applications to award grants to. The panel is well placed to prioritise projects of greatest impact and benefit to the community.
Who is on the Advisory Panel?

Twelve people who live in the community benefit area. Four from each community council area, two of whom are members of their local Community Council and the other two are residents who are not currently on the Community Council. Since this is a 25 year fund, it’s likely that there will be opportunities for many people to get involved at different times. 
How do you apply?

Complete a Main Grant application form and send it the Scottish Community Foundation. Forms and guidelines are available from the service points in Lairg and Bonar Bridge and www.scottishcf.org/achany Alternatively, you can contact the Scottish Community Foundation to request a copy (see contact details below).

For more information, please contact:
Rachel Searle-Mbullu
Scottish Community Foundation

3rd Floor, Empire House
131 West Nile Street
Glasgow
G1 2RX

T:
0141 341 4960
F:
0141 341 4972
E:
rachel@scottishcf.org
W:
www.scottishcf.org
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