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Moidart Trust Enterprise Grants Programme: Round 2
Guidelines for Applicants
The Moidart Trust is providing one-off grants for local businesses or social enterprises that can demonstrate a real benefit to the local community in North West Scotland.  If you run, or plan to run, a local enterprise you could be eligible to apply for a grant of up to £10,000. By local enterprise we mean an income-generating activity led by a locally-based individual or group.
Introduction

The aim of the Moidart Trust Enterprise Grants Programme is to enhance prosperity and promote thriving communities in North West Scotland by supporting sustainable local enterprises and employment opportunities.
The programme will support enterprises that contribute to the following outcomes:
· Increasing the range and number of sustainable employment opportunities for people living in North West Scotland;

· Optimising local assets, resources and services and enhancing local supply chains and income streams;

· Strengthening local communities through building social and economic capital. 
Administered through the Scottish Community Foundation with funds from a private donor, the Moidart Trust is interested in providing grants to kick-start, diversify or expand local enterprises. These could be in any sector, e.g. tourism, agriculture, fishing, arts & crafts, renewable energy or conservation. Examples of the kinds of project we are looking to support might include:
· Start-up costs for a new enterprise: e.g. purchasing or leasing equipment or vehicles, training, marketing;
· Supporting an established business to expand, diversify or reach new markets: e.g. purchasing new premises/equipment, training, marketing;
· Improving business systems and skills development: Developing business administration systems, quality assurance/accreditation, apprenticeships and trainee schemes. 
This is the second round of this programme and the Foundation expects to award some £30,000 in total by 31 December 2009. We do not anticipate everyone applying for the maximum amount of £10,000 and anticipated that between four and six grants will be awarded.
The programme will be open for applications from 14 Sept – 12 October 2009.
Eligibility & Outline Proposal Process
The focus will be on businesses that can demonstrate a real benefit to the local community through creating employment and sustaining livelihoods. Your business must either be based in or provide direct economic benefit to the local authority regions of Highland Council or Eilean Siar. 
In this round we are particularly interested in receiving applications from across Eilean Siar and the following ward areas of Highland Council:
· Fort William and Ardnamurchan

· Caol and Mallaig

· Wester Ross, Strathpeffer 

· North, West and Central Sutherland

· Skye
Application Process

Please complete the application form which invites you to provide information about your business, why you are seeking funding, and what the funding will allow you to achieve.  Previous applicants are able to apply though not those successfully funded in Round 1.
Please send completed application forms and supporting documentation to 

Rachel Searle-Mbullu
Moidart Trust Enterprise Grants Programme
Scottish Community Foundation

3rd Floor, Empire House, 131 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2RX
Alternatively you can email them to rachel@scottishcf.org
We will inform you within four weeks whether your application has been short-listed.  However due to an anticipated high number of applications we cannot undertake to provide feedback if you are unsuccessful at this stage. We will however provide feedback to applicants who are shortlisted but then not awarded a grant. 
Applicants who are short-listed will be contacted by the Scottish Community Foundation to discuss the proposal in more detail. We expect final decisions on awards to be made by the end of November subsequent to the approval of the donor.
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